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NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS ANYONE???

Christmas will be over when this article goes to print. So, it
is natural to start thinking about the new year. 2011 will be
filled with many opportunities to serve the Lord and to
serve one another in the body of Christ. As we do this, we
can be sure that we will be influencing the world in a posi-
tive way as we bear witness to what Christ can do in our
lives individually and corporately.

I would encourage everyone to consider how we can grow
in our relationships with Jesus and with one another as we
begin a new year. There are many "one another" verses in
the Bible which are helpful in building close Christian rela-
tionships. I hope to do some preaching on those verses as
we focus in on our relationships with one another.

Romans 12:20-21
Paul has a challenge for us here to love our enemies.
There is such wisdom and power in these simple words:

"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give
him something to drink. In doing so you will heap burning
coals on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good."

I thought about this verse in December when contemplat-
ing my Christmas greeting card list. I didn't want to cross
anyone off my Christmas list or gift list because they had
been "bad" to me. According to Paul's instruction, our ene-
mies ought to be at the top of our holiday sharing lists. In
our day and age, even the pagans give Christmas gifts to
their friends (to paraphrase Jesus). What makes Christians
different is that we care passionately—for our enemies. We
work hard to give them good gifts.

In loving those who have hurt or disappointed us, is there
anyone in particular that you need to add back onto your
list? Is there something that is particularly thoughtful that
you could do for them?

This command of Jesus is a tough command but it comes
with an amazing promise: if we obey, we will not be over-
come by evil but instead will overcome evil with good.
When we disappoint one another as brothers and sisters in
Christ and we will more often than we would like... Let’s
be willing to love and forgive one another.

By the way, don't just call this a new year's resolution...
call this a call from Jesus to be his faithful follower and
peacemaker in a troubled world.

God bless you all in 2011.
Pastor Doug

Strategic Gathering (aka Planning Day)
All are invited to participate.
TH?E.II;N\(.;E%&IC Church Council and mi'n%stry
%JAN UARY 22 teams are urged to participate.
100 Saturday, January 22 at 9:00
am in Fellowship Hall.
Please let the Church Office know if you plan to
participate.
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Circle™ of Hope Information

Inspire change in our community and yourself in
2011: Offer friendship and support to Circle™
Leaders, individuals/families transitioning out of
poverty. A Circles™ of Hope information session
will be held on Saturday, January 8, 8:30 am — 4
pm, at the First United Methodist Church, 801 N.
Main, Newton. Learn more about ways to be in-
volved with Circles™ of Hope, including Bridges
Out of Poverty and Ally training. No cost/lunch
provided. To register call Peace Connections at
284-0000 or email us at
info@peaceconnections.org

May all your troubles last as long as your New
Year's resolutions.
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Happy New Year! from the Staff at FUMC
Pastor Doug, Roy, Roxie, David, Jay,
Beverly, Barry, Karen, and Mary Beth.

~Joey Adams
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Connect, Serve, & Grow ~~—~ By Roy Pumphrey, Minister of Ministries

“I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, and I
will be in them.” John 17:26 (NLT)

Connect—Serve—Grow, I write about this each month in this Newsletter. We need to be connected with
God and others. We are commanded to love God and love others. We need to serve. The Apostle Paul tells us
we were created for good works in Christ Jesus. Finally, we will grow if we stay connected and serve in
Christ Jesus.

One of my favorite passages of scripture is John 17:20-26. We should experience great joy and peace at
the words written there. In this passage we read Jesus’ prayer for us. As we begin 2011, take time to read this
and take it to heart. Let his prayer fill your thoughts as you rise in the morning, throughout the day, and when
you retire at night.

In this prayer Jesus asks the Father to put in us his love. Imagine that, the love of the Father in you and
me. The love of the Father is Jesus, because the Father loves the Son. (John 3:35 & John 5:20) Imagine that,
Christ, the love of the Father is in us. Moreover, we do not need to imagine it because it is reality. The Apos-
tle Paul describes this reality this way, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossian 1:27)

So, in 2011 be encouraged and bold in worship and service, because we are ones in whom Christ dwells.
Finally, though our daily lives may be buffeted by the conditions and situations around us, we stand firm in
God’s Kingdom which is not in trouble.

MISSION MOMENTS ~~by Jay Anderson You confess Jesus Christ with your lips while your

LESSONS FROM MISSIONARIES hearts are not fully comrnitted to Him! Repent before it is
o ] ) too late to escape God's judgment!" She brought fire from
Some of the most thrilling reading I do is about the altar of God."

missionaries. They have so much to teach us. The
latest is an article about a Norwegian lady, Marie
Monsen, who was a missionary in China in the
early part of the 20th century. She had such a

It doesn't hurt to take our own spiritual temperature
from time to time.

"Miss Monsen's plan was first to destroy the false i bulletin and other information boards.

security of the church members. She spoke of the

strong faith that she just couldn't keep it to her- ‘@f T T T T T T T ‘?
self and proceeded to lead revivals all over China. E‘f . E‘f
W Pulpit Exchange W

"Her surgical skill in exposing the sins hidden o ) o
within the Church and lurking behind the smiling ' The pastors of j[he Newton Unlted Method— o
exterior of many a trusted Christian, and her quiet N ist Churches will do a pulpit exchange in 2
insistence on a clear-cut experience of new birth, «¢ January. o
set the pattern for others to follow. 47 Date has not been confirmed. Watch the o
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various patches the unsaved used to hide behind A A a0 50 A0 Al Al Al Al ol A Al Al ar el

when they tried to persuade themselves they were ~

saved. ﬁ )
She then spoke of sin, one sin at a time. 0 6_
"Miss Monsen was different from most other

missionaries. She didn't seem to be too concerned

with making a good impression with the Chinese

Church leaders. She often told them, 'You are all

hypocrites!
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GIC |UPDATE G. I. Co

Friday, April 8"; Saturday, April 9"; & Sunday, April 10"
2011 Global Impact Celebration-FUMC

What is it?
A chance to get up-close and personal with missionaries to hear what God is doing right here
in Kansas and around the world!!!
What to expect?
There will be dinners, music, speakers, all celebrating God’s works through His people.
What should you do?
Make plans now. Circle those dates on your calendar.
You won’t want to miss our keynote speaker, Dennis Wallace from Asbury UMC,
Wichita or any of the other missionaries we have lined up for you.
Join with the Prayer Team, led by Jeanenne Alumbaugh, in praying for our event to be in
God’s will so He can accomplish His purposes through us.
Watch for more details in your next newsletter, in bulletins, on flyers and brochures in the

next few months.
~ Caroline Arner

Communications Team



