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Return Service Requested 

We’re on the Web 

www.FirstChurchNewton.org 

 

Easter is March 27 

 

 Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

 by the Youth Group 

 

 Worship Service at 

 10:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Breakfast 

 

The youth will serve a breakfast buffet 
Easter Sunday, March 27, from 8:30-
10:00am in Fellowship Hall.  Everyone 
is invited!  Donations will be accepted, 
and proceeds will benefit FUMC’s youth 
ministry. 

InspiringInviting

IncludingInstructing 

First United Methodist Church  

Growing disciples to reach others for 
Christ 
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     Easter —  

         the tomb is empty! 

         Hallelujah! 
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“Good and Faithful Servant” 

 

Dr. Doug Tofteland 
 
As we approach the week of Holy Week this 
month, I would encourage each of us to read 
the story of Judas Iscariot. He was the most 
notorious traitor of all time.  He betrayed Jesus 
for 30 pieces of silver. He was most interested 
in false power, marked by swords and clubs 
and a little kiss.  Judas delivered Jesus to his 
enemies.  When he realized what he had done, 
he went out and hung himself. 
 
There is a lot we can learn from the story of 
Judas. But, even more from the way Jesus 
treated Judas. Jesus called Judas, “friend,” as 
the traitor approached him in the garden. What 
do you learn from how Jesus treated Judas? 
When we turn on God, God refuses to turn on 
us. The truth is that even Judas could have 
been forgiven and renewed if he had believed 
in the redeeming grace of God. 
 
As Christians, we must remember that one day 
our life will be reviewed by God as well. Will 
Jesus look at you and me and say with joy,       
“Well done, my good and faithful servants.” 
None of  us wants to become like Judas. Let’s 
focus more on the redeeming grace and love of 
God and become more like Jesus. The choice is 
ours! 
 

  

           HOW TO RETIRE FROM MISSIONS 

 

     Louise Reimer is a good example of how to 

retire.  She has already retired from teaching 

at age 65.  But she didn’t consider that as an 

end of ministry.  So she has spent the last five 

years as a missionary in Peru with The Mission 

Society from which she is now retiring in a cou-

ple of months.  Here is how she is planning to 

pass on her prison ministry. 

     "In planning my exit from Peru in this 

March.  I have been concerned about maintain-

ing the prison ministry.   I am happy that Jen-

nifer Goshorn who has been going to the prison 

with the team for the past ten months will con-

tinue the work at the prison.  Jennifer's family 

came to Huancayo from Kentucky almost two 

years ago, and she eagerly accepted my invita-

tion to join our team in the prison ministry.  

Rosio Carbajal and Nelids Gamero, the Peruvi-

an partners who have been part of the prison 

ministry team, will go with Jennifer.  The 

women in the prison have always expressed 

concern that we would disappear from their 

lives, and when I have made trips to the US, 

the question has been, "Are you coming back?"  

The prison life is filled with strife, as many 

women are angry and bitter about their situa-

tion.  Study of the Bible provides an oasis of 

tranquility.  The women know that there are 

people who really do care about them and their 

needs, and they are encouraged through pray-

er, Bible study, and being a part of a communi-

ty of believers." 

     I hope that some of us will feel the nudge 

from God to enter into full time ministry and 

mission service, or to do some form of ministry 

with whatever time and energy God gives us 

that will let some people "know that there are 

people who really do care about them and their 

needs and will spend time encouraging them 

through prayer, Bible study, and being a part 

of a community of believers." 

     May God guide you as you place your future 

in His hands. 

Jay Anderson 
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Scholarship Deadline 

 

Students, it is time to be thinking about submit-
ting your scholarship applications. Please plan 
ahead because April 29, 2016 is the deadline 
for submitting scholarship requests. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bazaar 2016 Kickoff Meeting Held 

 

Plans are underway for our 50th Bazaar sched-
uled for Saturday, November 5, 2016. 

 

Needed:  Ideas and workers, crafts and hand-
work of all kinds, jewelry, used horseshoes, 
vintage items (25 years and older) and Christ-
mas and fall décor. 

 

New this year:  Your favorite soup recipes for 
our special cook book. Deadline for recipes is 
July 1.  

Email recipes to Roxie Truan rrtru@cox.net.  
Please edit and write carefully so we don’t 
leave out any special ingredient. 

All are welcome to our workshops on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month thru July. 

The first workshop is March 16 at 1:30 p.m. 

 

John 12:12-19 
New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as 
King 

12 The next day the great crowd that  

had come for the festival heard that  

Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.  

13 They took palm branches and went  

out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and 

sat on it, as it is written: 

15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 

    see, your king is coming, 

    seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 At first his disciples did not  

understand all this. Only after  

Jesus was glorified did they realize 

 that these things had been written 

 about him and that these things  

had been done to him. 

 

Tired of writing checks? 

Direct Deposit is available for your offering.   

Talk to Rita in the church office. 


