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Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which 

begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent 
comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, which means "spring." 
The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, 
enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his min-
istry. 

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the com-
ing of Easter.  It is a time of self-examination and reflection.  In 
the early church, Lent was a time to prepare new converts for 
baptism.  Today, Christians focus on their relationship with God, 
often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of 
themselves for others, or to do more study of the Bible. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each 
Sunday represents a "mini-Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent 
is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection. 

 

What does Lent mean to you? 

 

How will you get ready for Easter on April 16? 
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T HE V OI CE         

What I Love About Lent!  
What do you love about Lent? 
                                           By Pastor Doug 
 
  
There are many Christians who are unaware of the im-
portance of Lent.  To some it feels somber and others 
may be afraid of it. However, in the last few years more 
and more Christians are participating in Lenten activities 
and are finding Lent to be a time of spiritual training. 
That is a very good reason to love the Lenten season! 
 
There are practical ways to celebrate Lent.  We can “give 
something up” out of love for Jesus.  We can read 
through the Bible stories about Jesus going to the cross to 
die for our sins.  We can ask God to help us be kind and 
compassionate to others. 
 
I encourage everyone to find ways to celebrate Lent. 
Make a personal goal to grow closer to Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord.  Everyone is challenged to be involved 
in a special way during the 40 days of Lent. God bless 
you! 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lenten Study Begins this Wednesday 
“The Stations of the Cross” 
2017 Lenten Reflections 
 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 1, we will be gath-
ering together for Bible meditations, prayer and fellow-
ship.  We will be sharing together the journey of Jesus 
and the stations of His Cross. 
 
This is a great opportunity to discover more about Jesus 
and his journey to the cross.  We will be reminded of the 
love of God and the forgiveness of our sins through 
Christ. 
 

Romans 5:8 
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this” 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

We will continue meeting on Wednesday mornings. 
Please come to the parlor at 9:30 am and plan to partici-
pate. 
 

Missions Corner 

How far will you go to tell others about  
Jesus?  To Africa?  To your next-door neigh-
bor? Read about John and Rachel. 
 

North African Breakthroughs 

John and Rachel Miller have so much love 
for the Zaila people of North Africa that they 
drove nine treacherous days to reach their re-
mote village.  They traversed miles of sand 
dunes with no cellular reception.  Beset my 
multiple breakdowns, the Mills finally arrived 
at their new home, a hut that offered little 
protection from the 120-degree weather.  As 
their village did not have a market for fresh 
food, the Millers brought their own supply of 
dehydrated vegetables, fruit, and meat, which 
they rationed very carefully. 
 
The village chief asked John, an agriculturist, 
to help start a garden.  The chief also invited 
Rachel to “help staff a small clinic that of-
fered the only medical care within a three-day 
radius in any direction.” 
 

The Zaila people receive indoctrination by  
Islamic radicals. Following a week of special 
teaching by Islamic religious leaders, the  
Zailas turned cold towards John and Rachel. 
Still the Millers persist in showing God’s love 
to the Zailas.  John continues his work in the 
community garden.  Rachel has seen three 
children healed through prayer in Jesus’ 
name. 
 

Pray that God would soften the hearts of the 
Zailas to Christ.  Pray that they would recog-
nize the provision of fresh food and medical 
healing as God’s blessings.  Ask God to re-
veal Jesus as the Truth and their only hope. 
 

Jay Anderson 
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Megan Davies 
 

Hilltop UMC in Mutare, Zimbabwe 

All missionaries  

 

A Special Scholarship  

Committee Announcement 

 

Students – It is time to submit your scholar-
ship applications.  Applications and a list of 
qualifications are available from the church 
office.  Please plan ahead because Friday, 
April 28, 2017 by noon is the deadline for sub-
mitting your request. You must have your ap-
plication properly submitted by the deadline or 
regrettably the committee will be unable to 
accept it. Garage Sale-June 9 & 10  

in the church basement. Spring cleaning time 

is just around the corner and we’re asking for 

church members to get a head start this year 

by checking their basements, closets and gar-

ages for clean useable items to donate for a 

garage sale.  We are hoping to be able to use 

the room behind the trophy case as a collec-

tion place starting in April.  If you have large 

items to be picked up call LaRita Claassen or 

Kay Ediger or Lea Ann Reber.  

Please no clothing or computers.  

 Proceeds from the garage sale will go toward 

funding mission projects and trips. 

OPEN DOOR 

We have opportunities again this year 

to volunteer at Open Door in Wichita 

once a quarter.  Our dates are March 

13, May 15, Sept. 11, and Nov. 13.  

These are mornings working from 9-

12.  It will be helping with food pack-

ing and/or distribution.  If you are in-

terested or have questions please con-

tact LaRita Claassen. 772-7425.    

Bazaar 2017 

IT IS THAT TIME AGAIN—to plan and work diligently to be ready for  

BAZAAR 2017 scheduled for SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4th.   
 

 Bazaar planning meeting was held February 15th and committees were put in place.  Bazaar workshops 
are scheduled for April 19th, May 17, and June 21 at 1:30 in Fellowship Hall.  
 

    Peppernut Baking Dates are August 25th, September 8th and 22nd, October 6th & 20th.  Please 
Mark  these very important dates on your calendars now so you will not have conflicts. 
 

    We need your Help.  The Jewelry Gals are looking forward to updating their Extravaganza with any 
new Jewelry that is no longer worn by you, your friends & family.... GET THE WORD OUT. 
 

    ALSO, we need Jelly Jars, Frosting Containers, Unique and Used Treasures, and Christmas and Fall 
Décor and Items.  Please Help Us  Collect These  Needed Items.   
 

    We also welcome your INPUT and NEW IDEAS... If any questions, please call Evelyn Mathews  

283-2453, Carolyn Schroeder 283-7345, or UMW  President, Connie Andrews 283- 7799.  

‘'Help Us So We Can Help Others’'  

       Our Bazaar Funds Our Mission  Programs. 

                                      Thank You, Bazaar Committees 


