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Elevator Repair Update: 

We are still waiting on the elevator 
part to be delivered. 

Open Door Update 

 

The next scheduled trip to Open Door is set for 
September 11, so be thinking about this. The 
plan is to meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. and 
work at Open Door 9-12. 

 If you have questions talk to LaRita Claassen. 

 

Bazaar thoughts 

 

The church bazaar is November 4 at Newton FUMC.  Many hands are working on craft projects.  Wom-
en are perfecting recipes for baked items for the bake sale. The “bling bling girls” are collecting used 
jewelry to sell. 

 

Soon the men will be planning the lunch that they will prepare for that day. 

Riddle: 

What do you get when you find 12-16 ladies in the church kitchen on 
Fridays — August 4, September 8 and 22 and October 6 and 20. 

 

Answer:   

240 pounds of peppernuts. Ladies, our first session starts at 8:30 a.m. 
August 4. 

 

Come join the fun! 

Family & Friends @ First 

Our Wednesday evening activities will resume on September 6th!  Would you like to be a part of 
this lively ministry?  We are needing help in the following areas: Nursery and Elementary class-
room helpers, kitchen helpers and youth group helpers.   

Contact Carrie Holler at cgholler@cox.net if you are feeling a nudge to serve! 

Wednesday Schedule: 

5:45pm- supper 

6:30pm- worship 

7:00pm- classes/groups for all ages 

8:00pm- Choir practice 
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T HE V OI CE         

Are You an “I’d rather not” Christian? 

From Dr. Charles Kinder 
 

What is it that we should do but would ra-

ther not? 

First, we know we should eat fewer sweets 

and more fruits and vegetables, but most of 

us would rather not. 

Second we know we should exercise regu-

larly, but most of us would rather not. 

Third, we know we should not drive over 

the speed limit, but we think we will get to 

our destination sooner if we go a bit faster, 

or we drive fast because speed limits are 

boring. 

Fourth, there are areas of our lives which 

we would surrender to God, but likely we 

would rather not. 

If we don’t want to teach, we don’t. If we 

don’t want to serve, we don't. If we think we 

need “our” money for ourselves, we don’t 

contribute. If the pastor challenges us to 

discipline ourselves spiritually most of us 

would rather not. It takes a lot of commit-

ment to study the Bible regularly and have 

a serious prayer time each day.  Most Chris-

tians would rather not. It takes a lot of com-

mitment to study the Bible regularly and 

have a serious prayer time each day.  Most 

Christians would rather not. 

Here are some things I have learned though 

the years. 

When we sincerely do anything for God, we 

progress in our faith. The more we surren-

der, the more we are blessed. When we put 

God first, we love our families more than 

ever. When we teach, we are enriched. 

When we serve, we feel good. When we 

tithe, we can better manage the rest of our 

money. 

Life for Christians works that way. When 

we are doing for God “that which we would 

rather not” we are blessed beyond our un-

derstanding. 

(See www.foundationforevangelism.org/

news) 

First Month for New Pastor 

 

Pastor Amos McCarthy is finishing his 

first month leading the three-point 

charge of First United Methodist, East 

Side United Methodist and Walton Unit-

ed Methodist Church. 

 

He starts his Sunday morning at Walton 

at the 9:00 a.m. service.  East Side meets 

for worship at 10:00 a.m.  First United 

Methodist is having Sunday worship at 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Please pray for Pastor Amos as he learns 

95 + 35+ 25 new names, three new build-

ings, three staff parish committees, three 

church council groups and a brand new 

city and a brand new state for him.  

 

He is setting up his North Newton 

household and finding his way around. 

 

Here are some thoughts from one of Pas-

tor Amos’ sermons: 

 

• When one comes to the house of God, 

whatever the urge that drives us, God 

is always there to meet us at the 

point of our need and show us His 

wonders. . . When Isaiah met God in 

the temple,  Isaiah acknowledged his 

sinfulness, “Woe is me for I am a man 

of sinful lips.” But God still assured 

Isaiah that he was useful. 

• God gives the assurance that rekin-

dles your hope. 

• We come to the hope of God bitter, de-

spondent, hurt, broken in spirit, sui-

cidal, unforgiven. We come running 

into God’s House because that’s the 

right thing to do. Speak freely to the 

Hearer of Prayers.  

• God provisions are countless. Let us 

enter into God’s house with thanks-

giving, ready to be blessed. 
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Ice Cream Social with First UMC, East Side UMC and Walton 

InspiringInviting

IncludingInstructing 

First United Methodist Church  

Growing disciples to reach others for 
Christ 
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              August 
 

1.  August is a good time to Praise the 
Lord 

 

2.  August is a good time to Pray for stu-
dents and teachers. 

 

3.  August is a good time for Planning for 
Autumn activities at the church. 


