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  Groups for grownups 

Come join other adults talking about Jesus and 

forgiveness. See list of groups on page 3 

(Groups meet thru March 27)  

        Wednesday, March 27 

5:30-6:30 -Supper in Fellowship Hall   

Journey of Love -Part 2  6:30-7:15  

Worship Service with Communion in the Sanctuary  

Sunday, March 31, Easter  

9:00-10:15  Breakfast and Coffee Friendship, served by the Youth  

9:45-10:15 Special activities for kids 3 years and up! 

10:30 Easter Celebration Worship Service  

Join us as we prepare for Easter ! 
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The dates have been set, the theme has been cho-

sen and plans are being made for the 2013 Global 

Impact Celebration at First United Methodist 

Church. 

    “God's Love in Action” will be April 27-28 at 

Newton First United Methodist Church. Guest 

speakers will be Randy Just, senior pastor at First 

United Methodist Church in Mulvane and Jim 

Beise, who with his wife, Angela, founded   

La Fonderie in Paris, France, dedicated “. . . to  

value, encourage, inspire and embolden Christians 

working in the arts,” investing in a generation of 

artists who will impact and create culture.” Now 

living in the United States, Beise is executive  

director of La Fonderie, mentoring artists in 

France and developing networks in Europe and 

Canada. He also serves as European regional  

coordinator for The Mission Society. 

    The weekend celebration will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

on April 27 with an international potluck meal in 

Fellowship Hall. Everyone who is able is asked to 

bring a favorite dish to share – the more interna-

tional flavor, the better.  Table service and drinks 

will be provided. 

    Following the meal, music will begin in the 

sanctuary at 6:45 p.m., and at 7 p.m., a moving 

flag ceremony will open the evening of praise and  

worship led by Rev. Just. 

    The next morning, April 28, the United  

Methodist Women will host a coffee fellowship in  

Fellowship Hall from 8:45 – 10:15 a.m. The  

regular morning worship service at 10:30 a.m. in 

the sanctuary will allow the congregation to hear 

Rev. Beise's inspirational message. 

    After morning worship, everyone is invited to 

attend a noon meal catered by the Breadbasket. 

Make plans now to attend this wonderful, inspira-

tional weekend at our church. Reservations will be 

taken next month for the meals. A nursery will be 

provided. 

    See you at the 2013 Global Impact Celebration, 

“God's Love in Action!” 

 

“Motivation to Forgive Others” 

You can’t help thinking about forgiveness during the 

Lenten season.  We have a good model to following in this 

whole area of forgiveness.  Jesus offers us the forgiveness 

of sins and challenges all of us as believers to forgive  

others. 

If you are struggling with unforgiveness, take another 

look at the enormous debt which God has forgiven you. In 

scripture, we see clearly the seriousness of your smallest 

sin.  (Isaiah 6:1-5) 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high 

and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his 

robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphim, each 

with six wings: With two wings they covered their fac-

es, with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

were flying. And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;     the whole 

earth is full of his glory.”  At the sound of their voices 

the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 

filled with smoke.  “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! 

For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a peo-

ple of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, 

the Lord Almighty.” 

Make a list of some of the sins for which God has  

forgiven you.  Ask yourself whether you ever treat God or 

others the same way you have been treated by the person 

you are trying to forgive.  Take a long look at this list and 

remind yourself of what you deserve from God because of 

your sins.  Then rejoice in the wonderful promise of Psalm 

103:8-11. 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will 

he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our 

sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For 

as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 

love for those who fear him; 

The more you understand and appreciate the wonders of 

God’s forgiveness, the more motivation you will have to 

forgive others. 

 

 

 

Pastor Doug 
 

 



Mission Moments ~~by Jay Anderson 
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Missions Includes Helping The Poor 

  As I was reading the Book of Deuteronomy this 

week, I came across this passage in chapter 15: 

7-11. 

  "If there is a poor man among your brothers in 

any of the towns of the land that the Lord your 

God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tight 

fisted toward your poor brother.  Rather be open-

handed and freely lend him whatever he 

needs...give generously to him and do so without 

a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 

your God will bless you in all your work and in 

everything you put your hand to.  There will al-

ways be poor people in the land.  Therefore I 

command you to be openhanded toward the poor 

and needy in your land." 

  The Life Application Bible adds these comments 

to this passage: 

  "God told the Israelites to help the poor among 

them when they arrived in the promised 

land.   This is an important part of possessing the 

land.  Many people conclude that people are poor 

through some fault of their own.  This kind of rea-

soning makes it easy to close their hearts and 

hands to the needy. 

But we are not to invent reasons for ignoring the 

poor.  We are to respond to their needs no matter 

who or what was responsible for their condition. 

Who are the poor in your community?  How could 

your church help them?" 

  Fortunately, our church is already helping the 

poor by taking meals to the Homeless Shelter and 

working with the Circles Out of Poverty pro-

gram.  But only a few are involved so far.  If you 

would like to help with the meals at the Homeless 

Shelter, call Lois Anderson, 284-0940, or Peace 

Connections, 284-0000, to help with the Circles 

program.  Or can you think of some other way to 

help the poor?  Maybe you are already doing 

something.  Let us hear about it. 

 

Go Further with the Sunday Messages 

Life Study groups on forgiveness schedule: 

Sunday mornings: 9-9:45 AM/second floor class-

room. 

Sunday mornings 9:25 to 9:55 AM/library. 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 PM/classroom on third 

floor. 

Tuesdays 2:00 PM/ at Dorothy Peak’s home, 1107 

Harrison St.  Further your spiritual growth and 

grow closer to others on the journey with you. 

Groups are using questions developed by Pastor 

Doug related to the messages he is sharing now 

through March 17.  

Connect, Serve, & Grow ~~~ By Roy Pumphrey, Executive Minister 

“26[T]he Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things” John 14:26a (ESV)  

You may have noticed that I have lost some weight. I got serious about losing weight a year ago, on 

March 9, 2012 to be exact. I’d wanted to lose some weight for several months, but nothing was happening. 

What made the difference on March 9? Well actually out of a bad circumstance, a change was initiated. I’d 

been sick. The kind of distress that causes you to lose what you’ve eaten and you don’t want to eat. During 

that illness, I’d lost 3 pounds. Probably mostly fluid, but it was still 3 pounds gone. 

About this same time Wanda told me about an app I could use on my phone to track how many calories I 

ate in day. So, with a new tool and a head start on weight loss I began to seriously pursue losing weight. 

It took 7 months to reach my target weight.  I’d had to engage in a new practice to reach a goal that I had 

not been able to reach by directly focusing on trying to lose weight. 

Likewise, in my spiritual life, I’ve been learning to follow Jesus better. I’ve engaged in practices that put 

me in a place where the Holy Spirit can teach me, so that, if I obey the Spirit’s leading I am being trans-

formed. 

The spiritual practice does not bring about this change. It only allows me to be in place where I can hear 

the Spirit. I do not earn this change. It is a gift. The grace of God is transforming me. 

This is discipleship, following Jesus and learning from him. That is, “learning to live my life as Jesus 

would live it, if he were I.”* 

*From Dallas Willard on the audio recording “Cross and Discipleship”. 



 

This newsletter has been prayerfully prepared for: 

 Office Hours:  M-T, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

        Friday 8:30 am—12:00 pm 

  Dr. Doug Tofteland, Lead Pastor 

  Jay Anderson, Missions Pastor 

  Roy Pumphrey, Executive Minister 

  Carrie Holler, Youth Minister 

  Roxie Truan, Administrative Assistant  

  Beverly Stigge, Choir Director 

  Barry Fulmer, Praise Team Leader 

  Karen Kaufman, Organist 

  Mary Beth Davies, Organist 

  David Portlock, Custodian 

801 North Main 

Newton,  KS 67114 
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Phone: 316-283-2150 

Fax: 316-283-1544 

E-mail: info@firstchurchnewton.org 

Return Service Requested 

We’re on the Web 

www.FirstChurchNewton.org 

"Spring Forward" Youth Dinner! 

Sunday, March 10, after worship. 

Join us for Chicken Enchiladas, Spanish Rice, Salad 

and Dessert. 

All proceeds will help fund our growing Youth  

Ministry, a youth trip to Acquire the Fire, and a summer mission project. 

 

Saturday, March 2, 8:00-1:00 pm 

Be sure to come! You never know what you can’t live without.  

Enjoy a cup of coffee and a donut. 

Proceeds from the sale will go toward Barry Fulmer’s  

Zimbabwe mission trip. 

 

JUDGE NOT.  

Remember....just going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than 

standing in your garage makes you a car. 


