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Roxie Tuan’s time as Administrative Assistant was recognized on August 25 with a 

sharing time and a covered dish dinner.  We are grateful for the many ways Roxie 

helped the church in her position.  Roxie and Ray will continue their service to First 

United Methodist Church.   

September —Here comes. . .  

School 

  Choir 

    Youth Group 

      Women’s Circles 

         All Church Picnic 

             Weekday Bible School 

Summer is winding down  

and groups are getting started again!     
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BAZAAR 2013 UPDATE 

 
WHERE did the summer go?  Only 2 months til UMW will 

host their annual church Bazaar on Sat. Nov. 2 -- 

8am to 3pm. 
2013 will be the 47th year for this event and many changes 

have taken place with added interest each year. This is our 

way to support our Mission Programs  in 2014.  

  

A feature of the  2013 Bazaar will be a VINTAGE area with 

Unique Items from yesteryear for sale including crocheted 

bedspreads and tablecloths from the 40's, pictures, and a 

rocking chair and hopefully much more. Do you have some-

thing of interest that you would like to donate to our collec-

tion to help make this successful? 

 
Of course we need JEWELRY for the BLING BLING BOU-

TIQUE. 

 
Be thinking what you can make for our very popular food 

area...Jellies.. Breads..Candy.. and much more.     The first 

baking of 40# of our ever popular "PEPPERNUTS"  is 

done.  The September bakings will be Friday, Sept. 6 and 

Friday, Sept. 20 at 8:30am. Come enjoy the work and Fel-

lowship, we do have fun! 

 
Of course, the MEN will be serving their delicious 

lunch.  The Youth will have their area to raise funds for their 

programs. 

 

Keep watching for more info as the day draws closer.  

 
THANKS FOR HELPING US HELP OTHERS        
 

 

CROP Walk 
 

The CROP walk will be Sunday, September 29, 

starting at First Christian Church, 102 E. Main at 

2:00 p.m.  Registration begins at 1:15 p.m. 

Last year, 125 walkers raised $17,667.50.  The 

goal for 2013 is 150 walkers to help raise $18,000. 

Of the money raised, 25% stays in the local com-

munity  

 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

Service Trip 

 

Is anyone interested in a trip to the Denver or Dallas pro-

cessing centers for shoeboxes?  Registration begins on Sep-

tember 16 to sign up for work times. You would help in-

spect and prepare the shoeboxes for shipping around the 

world.  The work times would be between Thanksgiving 

and Christmas.  All travel, lodging and food expenses would 

be yours, so the length of stay and number traveling would 

affect the total cost per person.  The GO Team could help 

with planning.  We need to know if anyone wants to go, so 

please let LaRita Claassen know by September 16 if you are 

interested in going.  772-7425 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chancel Choir begins Worship Season 
 

The Chancel Choir started the season with a taco salad sup-

pler August 28.  Regular rehearsals will be Wednesdays at  

7:30 p.m.   

 

If you are new to First UMC, we cordially invite you to par-

ticipate in this vibrant singing group.  The Chanel Choir 

meets in the choir room around 10:10 on Sunday mornings 

to warm up.  Karen Kaufman and Mary Beth Davies are ex-

cellent musicians that accompany us.  Our music selections 

range from sacred, traditional, spirituals, gospel and some 

folk music as we worship our Lord and savior.  Wayne 

Wagner has recently built up a Men’s Choir that adds to our  

Singing choices.  Come Sing and Worship with us! Bev 

Stigge     beveralystigge@sbcglobal.net 

 

 



 

Healthy Churches 
 

It is good to regularly worship together with other believ-

ers on Sunday mornings.  I do not think there are many 

things that would keep me away from those times and op-

portunities. I wonder how often we stop to think about 

what needs to happen during our worship times. We should 

remind ourselves to pray for each worship service before 

Sunday morning arrives. We should enter the sanctuary of 

the Lord and prepare ourselves to meet Him.  Worship is 

so important to our Father in Heaven. He is the center of 

our worship through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 

are all the participants, not just those who provide 

leadership up front. 

  In healthy churches, weekly worship is mainly a time of 

praise and celebration for all that God has done in our 

midst throughout the previous week.  I am sure God is 

looking for words of testimonies from his people, words of 

thanksgiving, appreciation and gratitude. The atmosphere 

should be filled with honor, respect, joy and love.  So, let’s 

all prepare ourselves for worship and even prepare a testi-

mony of words of praise to our Lord.  May testimonies 

abound of His power, grace, mercy and love!  To God be 

the glory, great things He has done!       

Pastor Doug Tofteland 

 

“2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, 
lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches. 5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him 
and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get well?” (John 5:2-6, NLT) 

During the first half of the year, FUMC participated in Phase 1 of the Vital Congregations: Next Steps 

initiative. In June, the Church Council approved moving forward by participating in Phase 2. Phase 2 will 

begin in September. Phase 1 involved learning about some best practices in outreach and disciple making. 

Phase 2 will be specific to FUMC. The focus will be disciple making and reaching out to families with chil-

dren. 

A topic often discussed, and a concern for moving forward, is resources required—human, material, 

financial and spiritual—to take on the challenge of Phase 2. In order to reach out to families with children, 

maintain, and improve the disciple making efforts at FUMC will require resources. We trust God to supply 

the resources. 

At the same time, we, as a church, must do our part. Thinking strategically and acting intentionally are 

not opposed to trusting God. Trusting God requires us to act with prayerful study, planning and making dis-

ciple and reaching families with children. 

Perhaps one of the most difficult steps we may need to take is shifting resources from some ministry 

and mission activities we are currently involved in to the Phase 2 efforts. We recognize our inability to do 

everything; this will require us to favor some ministries and missions more than others. As can be seen in 

the scripture of above, even Jesus acted strategically and intentionally. He did not choose to heal all the ill 

and disabled at the Pool of Bethesda, but rather he selected one man to heal. Healing that man fit into his 

larger mission. We likewise need to act strategically and intentionally in fulfilling our larger mission. 

Preparation for Witnessing 
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Connect, Serve, & Grow ~~~ By Roy Pumphrey, Executive Minister 

Pastor Doug has been preaching about the need to be a 
Christian witness.  Here are some ideas I have gathered 
about the initial steps to witnessing. 

      First, we need to pray.  “1. Lord, open a door. 2. Lord, 
open their heart.  3. Lord, open my mouth.” 

     When I don't have time for a long discussion when pay-
ing for lunch or at the grocery store, I just try to plant a 
seed by saying, "May the Lord bless you today," or "do 
you know that Jesus loves you?"  I hope that will set them 
thinking about their relationship with God. 

     If you have more time and are tired of talking about the 
weather or sports, you might consider these questions 
which will begin to establish a deeper relationship. 

     Are you looking for something better in life? 

     If God could do a miracle in your life what would it be? 

     Have you discovered God's goal for your life? 

     Or, talking with another Christian ask, "What is the evi-
dence that Christ is now Lord in your life."  Or, "Do you 
think God is pleased with your life?"  

     What have you found helpful in establishing a deeper 

relationship where witnessing can be carried on? 

 Jay Anderson, Minister of Missions 

     



 

This newsletter has been prayerfully prepared for: 

 Office Hours:  M-T, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

   Friday 8:30 am—12:00 pm 

 Dr. Doug Tofteland, Lead Pastor 

 Jay Anderson, Missions Pastor 

 Roy Pumphrey, Executive Minister 

 Carrie Holler, Youth Minister 

 Rita Kirkpatrick, Administrative Assistant  

 Beverly Stigge, Choir Director 

 Barry Fulmer, Praise Team Leader 

 Karen Kaufman, Organist 

 Mary Beth Davies, Organist 

  

801 North Main 

Newton,  KS 67114 
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Phone: 316-283-2150 
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E-mail: info@firstchurchnewton.org 
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We’re on the Web 

www.FirstChurchNewton.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Where will you be this September?   


